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Prior to reporting on the association and individual school successes from this past season can I once again take this opportunity to thank all the PE staff, staff from other subjects and support staff that help run our school teams. We all do a very good job that is thankless on most occasions. Without us giving up our time, the children from our schools would not play schoolboy football.

Secondly, can I make some personal thanks direct to the people concerned again. Michael Leighton (Oxclose), for refereeing to a high standard all four league cup finals, two very tiring nights for him. Iain Thom (Washington/St Roberts) for refereeing district matches this season, can I quote him, “That will be a red card on a Sunday young man”. Can I thank Michael Leighton again for the superb running of his Year 8 district team. Can I also thank Marc Wilson (Biddick) for running the Year 9 district team. Alan Beveridge (Framwellgate) does a thankless task and has endured many a long meeting Durham FA meeting on our behalf, many thanks Alan. I would like to thank Paul Cowan for organising Washington FC ground for the finals night and finally can I thank Jamie Wilson for the outstanding website that has gone from strength to strength this season. I can’t praise this highly enough.
Now onto the actual report for the season 2009/2010. At Under 13 level (Year 8) Michael Leighton (Oxclose), assisted by Dave Irvine (Oxclose) has had a nearly season with the second district side that he has ran. Looking at the results below you can see that Hartlepool have been the reason why we have failed to progress in both competitions. The team got through to Round 5 in the National Cup and having refereed them on two of these occasions they are going to be a force to be reckoned with each season if he can keep them together. Michael gave up four days of his Easter holiday to progress the team and they duly obliged with four wins in the Durham Festival. In total, played 10, won 8, drew 1 and lost 1.
24th October 2009 v SCARBOROUGH (H) (ESFA Nat. Trophy R2) Won 8-0
21st November 2009 v Gateshead (a) (ESFA Nat. Trophy R3) Won 5-2
28th November 2009 v SOUTH TYNESIDE (H) (AF Hardy Trophy R1) Won 5-0
10th November 2009 v Sunderland (a) (ESFA Nat. Trophy R4) Won 1-0
28th January 2010 v HARTLEPOOL (H) (ESFA Nat. Trophy R5) Lost 3-1
4th March 2010 v Hartlepool (a) (AF Hardy Trophy QF) Drew 0-0 (Lost on Pens)
 

ESFA- Durham U13 Festival of Football 2010 (Maiden Castle) All Friendlies
Tuesday 6th April 2010 v Alledale Won 4-0 
Wednesday 7th April 2010 v Derwentside Won 3-2 
Thursday 8th April 2010 v Vale of White Horse Won 2-1 
Friday 9th April 2010 v York Won 2-1
Marc Wilson ran the Under 14 (Year 9) team this year and had mixed fortunes with lads not turning up. When at full strength this team have proved to be a match for anyone and a good set of lads after refereeing them on a couple of occasions and driving them to a game. One notable performance was with 9 men at Darlington. Winning 2 – 0 until the last 10 minutes, Darlington finally wore us down and drew level four minutes into extra time. In total, played 6, won 1, drew 2, lost 3.
22nd September 2009 v DERWENTSIDE (H) (League) Lost 3-2
6th October 2009 v South Tyneside (a) (League) Drew 3-3
13th October 2009 v GATESHEAD (H) (League) Lost 5-1
20th October 2009 v Sunderland (a) (League) Lost 2-0
6th March 2010 v Darlington (a) (Inter-Association Cup) Lost 4-2 AET
20th March 2010 v E. NORTHUMBERLAND (H) (Tyne and Wear Plate) Won 2-0
I ran the Under 15 (Year 10) team this year as no other member of staff came forward. I didn’t enter them in the Tyne and Wear League as I simply didn’t have enough nights to do this team well. However, they did manage to reach the Hospital Cup final getting narrowly beaten 1-0 to a goal that was 3 yards offside. No sour grapes here, it was blatantly offside. An amazing game took place in the semi final. Losing 3 – 0 at half time to a clever Newcastle team the lads showed tremendous mental strength to come back and win 4-3.
In total, played 4, won 2 and lost 2. 

17th Oct. 2009 v Hambleton and Richmond (a) ESFA National Trophy. Lost 4-2
20th March 2010 v E. NORTHUMBERLAND (H) Hospital Cup QF. Won
24th April 2010 v Newcastle (a) Hospital Cup SF. Won 4-3 (AET)
1st May 2010 v Middlesbrough (D'ham University) Hospital Cup Final. Lost 1-0
 

I also ran the Under 16 (Year 11) team this year. There is only 1 team for these lads. We went to Stockton with a scratch team and managed to beat them, they had a team full of academy lads. In the semi final we lost on penalties to Hartlepool again. You would have to ask me about this as I could go on for ages about this referee. In total, played 2, won 1 lost 1 on pens. Gutted.
21st October 2009 v Stockton (a) (Lambton Trophy QF) Won 3-1
27th March 2010 v Hartlepool (a) (L' Trophy SF) Drew 1-1 AET (Lost on Pens)
What PE staff need to be aware of is it is so frustrating to put so much extra time in with these representative teams knowing full well that you haven’t got all the best lads from the association as some schools are simply not nominating their lads. We need everyone to put that little bit extra time in and go and find the kids in school and encourage them to come along.
Individual schools performances of note again go to Biddick Year 7 team, with a 100% record in the league. This team were also runners up in the Crompton and Harrison Cup. Park View won the Year 7 league cup and also the ESFA 5 a side. St Roberts won the John Brown Trophy held on a Saturday morning. I must apologise here as I missed informing Park View of the next round of the 5 a side competition. Due to workload schools are going to have to use the Durham FA website from now on as sometimes I can’t keep up with everything that is going on. My apologies again.

Biddick were successful in the Year 8 league and St Leonards won the cup.

Park View were double winners, winning the Year 9 league with a 100% record and our cup. They nearly won the treble but ended up as runners up in the CIC Cup. 
St Roberts were double winners in Year 10. A very strong Biddick Year 11 were also double winners. St Roberts Year 11 were the Londonderry Cup runners up.
Our girl’s football league has died a death this season. Another member of staff was given this responsibility and it has died a death. I will be taking this over in September again.

Congratulations to four boys from our association as they played for Durham County U16’s. Daniel Waller (Washington), Luke Carr (Biddick), Marc Hammond (Washington) and Michael Hughes (Framwellgate). Well done to all these lads.
In finishing, can I mention to all schools that there will not be a county handbook anymore. Schools will have to use the website from now on www.durhamcountyschoolsfa.org.uk. 
Can I again thank everyone for their efforts this season, it seems to get harder and harder each year due to all the extra paper work we have to do in school.
David Beeston
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